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This presents nine development priorities that were formulated drawing on discussions that we
had with civil society activists from across the country. Moreover, we have also included the
principle measures that must be taken to attain these priorities.

Post 2015

Sri Lankan
Development
Priorities
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This is a joint initiative undertaken by the Centre for Poverty Analysis (CEPA) with the Sarvodaya
Shramadana Movement.



1 Making an attitudinal change
and improvement

To become a
developed country, it
has to be rich with human
resources—in other words
with skills and knowledge. It is
also necessary that the people are
attitudinally prepared to take on the
challenge posed by the
development process. This
buttresses both the material
and qualitative
development of a
country.

+ Promoting solidarity in place of individualism

Unlike in the past, at present people have become more individualistic.
It is very difficult to see any communal activities among them. Unity
and co-operation has diminished. This has to change.

+ Emancipating ourselves from the
sense of dependency
Since people have become dependent on
neighbours, relatives, state or non-state
organisations, they fail to make it on their own.
They are of the opinion that the state has to
interfere in everything. In order to become a
developed country, it is necessary to rid oneself of
this sense of dependency.

+ Becoming mindful of the obligations that
one has towards one’s country
While on the one hand one must demand
that the state grants the rights of individuals,
it is also important to think of the obligations
that individuals have towards the state. No
development could be envisioned without the
participation of the people.

+ Prioratising the right development goals

It is necessary to reflect on the positive and negative consequences of
any action in advance. It is necessary to make sure that the
consequences are not negative and that they do not adversely affect the
people, animals, and eco-systems.

+ Agriculture must be appreciated as an important aspect of development

Society places a great deal of value on white collar jobs but agriculture, employments in the
technical sector, self-employment, and labour intensive employments are not appreciated. All

livelihoods and professions have to be appreciated.



2 Promoting eco-friendly
development
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3 Development planning according to
public needs
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4 Use of traditional/local knowledge
for development

+ Making use of traditional/indigenous know-how in
the development projects

In Sri Lanka there is a great deal of knowledge that can be used for
the progress of many fields. By using this knowledge, we can make
the implementation of plans more efficient and also obtain the

It is important : T :
active contribution of those using resources.

to formulate an
indigenous vision
for development ‘ ‘When we are planning and implementing a project, it is good to
by fusing traditional incorporate local knowledge. We have to accumulate local
knowledge and the knowledge from all the institutions. Farming methods, time,
resources that we have traditional pesticides, spiritual influences, planetary positions—all
in the country this could be included in what is considered traditional knowledge.
with modern It is necessary to pay attention to such traditional know-how.
knowledge. , ’

+ Encouraging products made of
local resources
Instead of exporting the resources of the
country simply as material without value
addition, utilising those resources within the
country increases production and generates
job opportunities. It is also important to limit
importing what could be produced locally and
take measures to promote local production.

+ Supporting traditional/indigenous agriculture and eco-friendly agri



5 Improve the quality of education and
develop human capital
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6 Ensure equality
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7 Good governance

re the law

and hide evidence. It is necessary to
e existing system of justice. It is also

n suits the country. The judiciary,

ive have to be changed. Independent
d and enacted.

ance and accountability

tate institutions are

ple. Itis necessary to create
t, at institutional level and
dinal change in individuals.

aste and corruption

ption that plague most

ka have become a major
development at present.

ust condemn waste and

, itis important to have rules
uarantee transparency.

being is the responsibility of the state and of every
ronment that we want to inhabit. Being mindful of



2 Build a healthy nation
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Thanks to the free
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9 Build Peace among ethnicities and religions
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‘ ‘ Every community must be given the understanding to create
positive inter-relations. There is turmoil in the country, acts of
revenge and defamation. The tri-lingual policy only exists in name.
It has to be implemented. There must be a programme to
properly implement it. ’ ,



